Growth Group Discussion Guide
Go to concorddallas.org to join a growth group and learn more.

Read Matthew 26: 36-39. Surrender Your Will Facing death, Jesus releases himself to
God’s plan. God is not asking us to die for the world, but He is asking us to put His will
above ours. How do your plans match up with God’s? Discuss whether it was right or
wrong to ask God to remove the “cup” of sacrifice. When do you find yourself holding
back from God? What is the benefit to you and to others if you surrender totally to
God? Spend time thanking God that Jesus was obedient even unto death. Ask Him to
give you the mind to surrender your will to His.

Read Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:1-4. Prioritize the Plan

Scripture records Jesus praying regularly. Here Jesus first praises God and then
requests the will of God to come to pass. How often are you prioritizing God’s will in
your prayers? Does God’s will in our lives exclude issues that are important to us? If
God’s will comes to pass in your life and it is something you don’t prefer, are you
willing to accept His decision?

“Surrendering to God’s Plan”

Read Genesis 15:1-4; Genesis 16. See the Plan With Eyes of Faith
Abram was one who showed faith. He usually trusted in God’s word and followed

God’s plan. There were times in which his faith wavered because he could not see how
God could make a seemingly impossible plan come to pass. When your faith waivers,

what do you do? Notice how Abram handled the delayed promise of children. (Genesis
16) In what ways have you behaved like Abram? If you have faith in God’s plan, do you
have to see the whole plan first? Pray to God for increased faith in Him and His plans.

Read Job 1:1-22. Don’t Worry, It’s All Part of God’s Plan

We want life to only present us with good times but even the difficult times are part of
God’s plan. The truth is that “He makes His sun shine on the evil and the good and it

rains on the just and the unjust.” (Matthew 5:45). When have you complained about
the difficulties in your life? Can God count on you to take the difficulties and still praise
Him? What was Job’s outcome for accepting even the difficult times of life? (Read the

entire book of Job) Share with a struggling friend how God uses difficult times to
promote His plan for our lives.

Read John 14:12-14. The Plan is All About “Greater”
Greater means large in number, size or intensity. Jesus’ plan for our ministry is to be

greater than His. How do you see yourself fitting into the “greater” works that God
desires and Concord is following? How can your area of ministry become greater in

effectiveness, size and numbers? What would happen if you surrendered to God'’s
plan? Ask God to give you a yielding spirit to His plan for greater in your life!

Taking it Home: How Will | Apply It? Every good father wants the best for

his children. Our heavenly father wants the best for us too. He has given us

the ability to do great works if we surrender our lives to His plan. As you Concord Church
pray and fast, surrender yourself to God’s plan and watch what God can
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